
The Infinite Cathedral
PREFACE
Over two thousand years ago, the philosopher Aristotle proposed 
the necessity of a "First Mover"—an uncaused cause that set the 
universe into motion. He argued that existence could not have 
simply always been, demanding instead a prime origin. Yet this 
reasoning leaves the mystery of creation unresolved. If the First 
Mover itself had no beginning, then we are left with the very same 
infinite existence Aristotle sought to avoid. And if it did have a 
beginning, then it cannot be the true infinite.

Centuries later, the mathematician Georg Cantor introduced 
another perplexing idea: that infinity is not singular, but layered—
composed of larger and smaller infinities. He suggested we could, 
in a sense, divide the infinite into fragments.

These two seemingly distant concepts—one philosophical, the 
other mathematical—have entangled our understanding of reality, 
spawning metaphysical paradoxes, scientific roadblocks, moral 
ambiguities, existential turmoil.

This book begins by logically dismantling these two ideas.  Then, 
we embark on a journey toward a deeper truth. By embracing the 
universe as truly infinite, we will uncover principles that unfold 
naturally, revealing a reality far more coherent—and far more 
wondrous—than we’ve been led to believe.
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First Great Arch
Existence needs no first cause

For millennia, thinkers assumed reality needed a “first cause”—whether 
God (Aquinas), the Big Bang, or an uncaused cause (Aristotle). But this 
leads to a problem called Infinite Regress.   What caused the cause? 
Eastern philosophies like Buddhism (Pratītyasamutpāda) hinted at an 
alternative: a web of mutual dependencies with no starting point. Modern 
physics (quantum fields, causal loops) now echoes this.  

Most of us imagine reality like a line of dominoes: one thing pushes the 
next. But that still needs a first push. What if that’s the wrong picture?

The Infinite Stack of Stones



Imagine three stones stacked one on top of the other. The top stone is held 
up by the two stones beneath it.  The middle stone is both held up by the 
stone beneath it, but it is also supports the stone above it.   The bottom 
stone stands alone, unsupported. We might call this base stone the "first 
cause," the unmoved foundation that bears the weight of all above it.

Now, instead of a finite tower, picture an infinite stack of stones, each 
resting perfectly on the one below. Every stone is a ‘middle’ stone.  Every 
stone has an infinite number of stones beneath it that support it, and every 
stone has an infinite number of stones above it that it supports.  In this 
endless chain:

• No stone is left unsupported—each has a foundation beneath it.
• No stone is left without purpose—each upholds another above it.

There is no first stone. There is no last stone. Yet, the entire structure 
stands—not because of a single, unexplained foundation, but 
because infinity weaves a web of mutual support. The universe holds 
itself up through endless reciprocity, needing no uncaused cause to explain 
its existence.  

In quantum physics, particles seem to come into being without a clear 
cause. But they don’t appear from nothing. They arise from the energy of 
the field around them, and that energy exists because of its relationship to 
everything else. The whole system is in motion and balance. Nothing 
stands alone.

This doesn’t disprove the need for the Divine.  Instead, it shows how the 
Divine might have made everything fit—a world where every part supports 
every other part in perfect interdependence. Not a chain pulled from the top 
down, but a harmony woven through everything.

The Never-Ending Potluck
Imagine a cosmic potluck where every dish is made from ingredients 
borrowed from another dish. The bread is leavened with yeast from the 
brewer’s ale, which was fermented with grapes from the vintner’s pie, which 
was sweetened with honey from the baker’s cake—and so on, forever. No 
one brought the “first” ingredient, yet the feast never collapses. The meal 
sustains itself through mutual contribution, like reality’s endless relational 
regress. You, too, are both a guest and a recipe—a unique flavor born of 



infinite borrowings.

Objections and Responses

• Objection 1: “Everything must come from something.”
Response: This intuition assumes a linear view of cause and effect. 
But not all systems are linear. Meaning in language, for example, 
arises through mutual reference—no single word “causes” the others, 
yet they make sense together.  Every word defined in the dictionary is 
defined by… other words in the same dictionary.   

• Objection 2: “You can’t build an infinite structure without a 
base.”
Response: That’s true for vertical stacks, but not for networks or the 
infinite. Mathematics and systems theory recognize loops, cycles, 
and mutual dependencies as coherent, well-defined structures.

▪ Objection 3:  “This merely pushes the mystery elsewhere.  Why 
does the web exist at all?”
Response: Asking why the Infinite Web exists assumes there’s some 
separate 'builder' or 'reason' behind it. But the Web isn’t built by 
anything outside itself—it’s the builder, the building, and the act of 
building all at once. So the question ‘Why does it exist?’ is 
meaningless, because there’s no ‘outside’ perspective to give an 
answer.

Conclusion

That there never was a beginning, and there will never be an end. In this 
example, we started with an infinite series of stones, one on top of another.  
That’s infinite space, but the stones can also represent moments in time.  
That’s infinite time.  So… just how many infinities are there?

Second Great Arch
There is only one infinity
When people hear the word infinity, they often imagine something really, 



really big—or something that never ends. But is infinity just one thing? 
Mathematicians talk about different sizes of infinity—like the infinity of 
counting numbers versus the infinity of decimals. This can make it seem 
like reality itself is fractured into layers or levels of endlessness.

For millennia, people tried to understand the Infinite in different ways. In 
Western thought, God was described as infinite—perfect and complete. In 
Eastern traditions like Taoism and Buddhism, the Infinite was more like a 
flowing source with no beginning or end. In the 1800s, a mathematician 
named Georg Cantor said there were different sizes  of infinity. He showed 
this using the tools of math, like sets and counting rules.

But here’s the problem: infinity doesn’t follow the rules of math. If you add 1 
to or subtract 1 from infinity, you still get infinity.   Infinity doesn’t follow the 
rules of numbers because… it’s not a number.  Infinity isn’t something you 
can put in a box or compare like socks in a drawer. It breaks every system 
you're using to describe it.  It just… is.

This is what this Second Arch shows: there aren’t actually many infinities. 
There’s just one—seen from different angles. The different “infinities” we 
describe—numbers, time, space, even ideas—are like pages in different 
books, but they’re all written with the same ink.

The Library of Infinite Books
Imagine a library where every book is infinite—their pages stretch forever in 
both directions. A mathematician opens one called Numbers and sees 
endless equations. A poet opens Love to find infinite sonnets. A child 
opens Cloud Shapes and laughs at the swirling, unending pictures. Then 
they notice: all the books are made of the same ink, the same parchment. 
The librarian smiles: “Different titles, same story. The books are just 
windows—the Library is One.”
So it is with reality’s many infinities: not competing truths, but shared 
glimpses into the same seamless Infinite.

What would this mean for physics?  

There is no smallest thing.  The quantum realm isn’t the basement of 
reality,  it’s just where our most powerful microscopes fog up.    

There is no largest thing.  The cosmic microwave background isn’t edge of 
the universe, it’s just as far as the lenses of our telescopes can go.



There is no ‘smallest moment of time. Plank Time (10⁻⁴³ sec) is just where 
the hands our clocks fall off.

There is no coldest thing.  We can approach absolute zero, but never reach 
it.  Our limits are only where the marks on our thermometers become too 
fine to read. 

Objections and Responses
• Objection 1: “Infinity just means something never ends.”

Response: That’s one meaning, but it’s not the deepest. Infinity isn’t 
just endless—it’s boundless. Not just a long line, but the absence of 
any edge at all.  Go online and watch a video that zooms into the 
Mandelbrot set Fractal.  You can see from the beginning that this 
fractal has a boundary, but you can zoom in forever.  It is infinite on 
the inside even while it has finite volume.  It is Mathematically  
infinite, but not Metaphysically infinite.  Unlike the Mandelbrot set, the 
true Infinite has no edge—not even in principle. You can’t ‘step back’ 
from it to see its border. 

• Objection 2: “You’re mixing up math with metaphysics.”
Response:  Precisely—that’s the point. Mathematical infinities are 
formal constructs, defined within specific logical systems.  
Metaphysical Infinity refers to the condition of being itself.   To 
confuse the former with the latter is to mistake a blueprint for the 
cathedral.

Conclusion

There are no true divisions within the Infinite—no cracks in its wholeness, 
no walls between its wonders. The countless infinities we speak of—
mathematical, mystical, cosmic—are not separate realms, but facets of the 
same boundless reality. There is only one infinity, which means…

Third Great Arch
There is only one thing
We tend to think of the world as made of separate things. A cup. A tree. A 



thought. A person. Everything seems to have its own borders, its own life, 
its own name. But what if that’s not how reality really works?

For thousands of years, mystics, philosophers, and scientists have 
questioned whether separateness is real. Buddhist teachings described a 
world of dependent arising—where nothing exists by itself. Spinoza said 
everything is just one substance appearing in different modes. Modern 
physics adds weight to this idea: particles are entangled across space, and 
even “empty” space is a seething sea of invisible energy.

Recall the first Arch’s endless stack of stones: a line of dependencies, each 
touching only two neighbors. Now, imagine those stones dissolve 
into points of light, not in a line, but woven into a luminous fabric. Here, 
each spark touches not just two, but many—a web of radiance where every 
node is cradled by its kin.
Now leap further: see these points suspended in three-dimensional space, 
each now embraced by even more neighbors. The connections multiply, 
the light thickens. Now push beyond—into four dimensions, five, a 
hundred…
At infinite dimensions, every point touches every other. No separation 
remains. No distance. Just a single, shimmering unity.  

Nothing is truly separate. What we call a “thing” is just a pattern in a larger 
flow. A whirlpool isn’t made of special water—it’s a shape water takes. You 
are not separate from reality. You are a moment in its unfolding. There are 
no separate things—only differences in pattern, position, and relation within 
a single seamless being. The appearance of separateness is a perspective 
effect. Underneath it, all things are made of the same presence, humming 
with connection.

Infinite rings

In a coffee shop, the Teacher showed his student two golden interlocking 
rings in his palm of his hand.  “If these rings have always been connected, 
and always will be connected, how many things are in my hand”.   “Two?” 
The Student asks?  “Only one.” The Teacher responds. 

The Student sips a latte, puzzled. “But I see separate people—baristas, 
customers, me. How are we one?” The Teacher smiles, pointing to the 
steam rising from the cup. “That steam was once rain, once a river, once a 
cloud shaped by winds from a forest you’ll never see. The coffee beans 



grew from soil fed by worms, tended by farmers who learned from their 
elders. Your sip exists because of them all—one web, no borders.” The 
Student nods, seeing the barista’s smile ripple into their own. “So, I’m never 
alone?” “Never,” says the Teacher. “You’re the universe, experiencing 
itself.”

Consider the most insignificant speck of existence—a single subatomic 
particle, flickering at the edge of perception. To the untrained eye, it seems 
trivial, disposable. But try to pluck it from the fabric of reality, and the 
universe refuses, because its absence would unravel equations and 
collapse probabilities in the cosmic web.  There are no truly separate 
things. What we call "particles," "objects," or "selves" are merely ripples in a 
boundless ocean—variations in rhythm, density, and light, but never truly 
apart. The borders we perceive are tricks of perspective.  Beneath the 
surface, all is one seamless presence—vibrating, interwoven, alive. 

Objections and Responses

• Objection 1: “I feel separate. Isn’t that real?”
Response: Your uniqueness is real. Your individuality is real. But 
your independence is not. Like a flame, you are distinct—but 
inseparable from the fire that makes you.

• Objection 2: “But I can act alone.”
Response: You can choose, but not alone. Your language, your 
body, your air, —they all come from others. Choice is real, but it’s 
made inside an Infinite Field you didn’t create.

• Objection 3: “Isn’t this just mystical talk?”
Response: Relational models now exist in quantum physics, in 
systems theory, in ecology. Science is catching up to what mystics 
intuited: the whole is not just made of parts—it is a pattern that exists 
in every part.

Conclusion

Everything is connected.  The perspective of separation is what allows the 
Infinite to know itself in infinite ways, which is important because it 
creates…



Fourth Great Arch
Infinite uniqueness
Everything in the universe is infinitely unique.

Quantum physics shows that even the subatomic particles we once thought 
of as “identical”—like electrons or photons—are not truly the same. Each 
has its own history, position, and context in the vast web of reality.

What makes you “you” is not the matter you’re made of—it’s your exact 
position in the infinite field of relationships. No one has ever stood exactly 
where you stand, seen what you’ve seen, or woven the web in the same 
way.  

In the third arch, we discussed how the The Universe exists as a web of 
infinite connected relationships.  If everything is connected, then there are 
infinite feedback loops from everything back to itself as well.  When 
something loops back to itself, the name for this is Recursion. 

As the Universe evolves through time, this recursion creates something 
called a Fractal Structure.  The Mandelbrot set referred to in the Second 
Arch is a Fractal Structure.  In fractals systems, tiny differences in initial 
conditions lead to drastically different outcomes over time—making long-
term prediction impossible.  This is called Sensitive Dependence.

Because we live in a fractal Universe, where even the tiniest variations 
cascade into wildly different outcomes, the universe isn’t just a machine—
but a novelty-creating system, where uniqueness isn’t the exception, it’s 
the rule.

Across history, seekers have sensed this truth:

• In the Upanishads, it is written that Atman is Brahman—your soul is 
not separate from the whole, but is its reflection.

• Heraclitus saw the self as a river: ever-changing, yet continuous.

• In modern neuroscience, identity is understood not as a fixed 
object, but as a pattern shaped by language, memory, environment, 
and attention.



Objections and Responses

• Objection 1: “What about identical twins or clones?”
Response: DNA may match, but their histories, experiences, and 
relationships immediately diverge. Identity is relational, not genetic. 
Cloned sheep Dolly had a unique life trajectory.

• Objection 2: “Isn’t this just romanticism?”
Response: No. Quantum theory, chaos dynamics, and information 
theory all demonstrate that perfect duplication is not just improbable
—it is impossible.

• Objection 3: “But in an infinite universe, wouldn’t patterns 
repeat?”
Response: Not if the infinity is structured by non-repeating recursion. 
The fractal Infinite Field may stretch forever—but it never loops 
exactly. Determinism ≠ identical outcomes. Chaos theory 
ensures infinite sensitivity to initial conditions. Even identical particles 
have unique relational histories (e.g., two photons emitted 
simultaneously still occupy distinct positions in the Infinite Field’s 
web).

Conclusion

Why is infinite uniqueness important?  If we were all the same, we would all 
choose the same.  Without uniqueness, there could be no meaningful Free 
Will.  Alas, with Free Will also comes…

Fifth Great Arch
The emergence of disharmony

We exist in a universe that allows for for free will, but this means we can 
chose poorly, and that sometimes, we suffer. 

We can divide suffering into 3 types:

Suffering from mistakes we make.



Suffering due to the mistakes of others.

Suffering due to impersonal universal forces.

Let’s look at each of these and see what would happen in a universe 
without their potential.

Suffering from mistakes we make

Freedom requires the ability to choose, and sometimes we choose poorly, 
but mistakes and feedback are fundamental to learning.  If we did not have 
the ability to choose, if we did not have free will, then we would not be able 
to learn from our own experience.  We would be passive observers without 
autonomy, not participants in the Universe. 

The only other option would be that we live in a universe where no choice 
leads to suffering.  A world where every move “wins” is a game no soul 
would bother playing.  Being the occasional architects of our own 
temporary suffering, while unfortunate, is better than the never ending 
existential suffering of the alternative.  With autonomy, at least we can 
learn to minimize our own suffering through wisdom.

Suffering due to the mistakes of others 

Others may accidentally or intentionally cause us suffering, but the same 
reasoning holds.   If others did not have the ability to choose, then neither 
would we.  This is more complex, as our own wisdom may not be sufficient 
to prevent others from causing us pain, but again, consider the alternative.

Suffering from impersonal forces

When out solar system’s planets gravitationally align in certain 
configurations,  tectonic plates shudder and tsunamis and earthquakes can 
result.

Solar flares can trigger volcanic activity.

In the great arcs of time, our planet spends most of its time in ice ages.

At a more personal level, entropy leads to aging which means most of us 
will spend the final years of our lives with limited strength, decreasing 
mental prowess and the aches and pains of degenerating joints.So, what of 
suffering caused by impersonal forces?  Why not live in a universe that 



caters to minimizing all impersonally caused suffering?   We would be 
limited to existing in a clockwork toy universe - orderly, predictable, and 
spiritually hollow. 

Joy, laughter, love, friendship… and pain.  We are sentient.  We 
experience.  Some experiences are good, some are painful.  Would you 
wish a world with none of these things?  It seems we cannot pick and 
choose.   To feel is to feel all things, not just those that we like.

Suffering haunted human thought for centuries.  Leibniz tried to explain 
suffering as part of “the best of all possible worlds.”  Voltaire ridiculed that 
idea after witnessing disaster and injustice.  Dostoevsky asked: if even one 
child’s suffering is required to create harmony, is the whole system corrupt?  
If we had a world without suffering, it would also be without Free Will and 
good experiences.

Instead, the Infinite Field gives us something bolder, a world with:

• Genuine agency – choices that ripple through time

• Unscripted beauty – newness no design could guarantee

• Sacred risk – the real possibility that things may unravel before they 
are woven

The Imperfect Symphony
A composer once crafted a symphony using only pristine major triads - no 
yearning suspended fourths, no bittersweet minor sevenths. Technically 
flawless, mathematically perfect... yet hollow. Audiences admired its 
precision but left untouched.
Then one night during performance, a violin string snapped mid-movement. 
The player, momentarily panicked, began improvising around the gap - 
bending notes that shouldn't work, skipping beats in desperation.
The orchestra held its breath...
Then the cellist answered in a weeping minor sixth.
The oboe sighed with a bluesy flattened fifth.
The pianist - God bless him - threw in an entirely unauthorized diminished 
chord.
And something miraculous happened: the hall came alive. People wept at 
the unexpected beauty. The "mistakes" had given the perfection meaning.



This reframes suffering.
It doesn’t mean the universe is broken.
It means the universe is brave.

 This is not a system of consolation.  The Infinite offers no anesthesia—
only meaning,  transfiguration. When pain strikes without reason—when a 
child trembles with fever or cities burn—we are not called to justify the 
cosmos, but to answer it. These are not punishments, but summons: to 
kneel beside the sickbed, to rebuild the rubble, to become the hands by 
which the Infinite mends itself.  The true alchemy? Suffering that is not 
explained away, but answered. We are neither spectators nor victims—we 
are the universe waking to its own wounds. When suffering moves you, let 
it move you outward—not toward resignation, but toward the broken places 
where the Infinite Field waits to heal through you.  Let your pain catalyze 
your determination to help lessen the suffering of others.  In this, we find 
meaning. 

Objections and Responses

• Objection 1: “This doesn’t make me feel any better.”
Response: This does not soften suffering, to pretend otherwise 
would betray the raw truth of existence.  If suffering could be 
reasoned into neutrality, it would cease to be suffering.  This is its 
defining feature: it hurts.  

• Objection 2: “Isn’t this cruel?”
Response: The Infinite Field is not watching from afar—it is the 
wound and the stitching. Your pain is its pain; your healing, its hands.

• Objection 3: ”would it not be possible for suffering to … hurt 
less?

• Response: Okay, then how much suffering is acceptable?  If we say 
this much but no more, then why that value and not another?  It is 
arbitrary and we would likely normalize to the new ‘suffering limit’ and 
yet again ask, why this amount.  If we say zero suffering, then we 
have zero Free Will.

• Objection 4: “why not feel the good, but not the bad?”

Response: If we lived in a universe where we only felt good 



experiences, we would degenerate.  We would lose the ability to 
learn, forget compassion, and have no opportunities to heal others.

Conclusion
The Infinite Field allows pain not from indifference but as the cost of  Free 
Will, experience and learning.  Our task is not to justify suffering, but to 
learn from it and to meet it with repair as best we can. The Field heals 
through our hands, and we can do this because..

Sixth Great Arch
There are no small actions
Since the Universe is Fractal, it makes sense to understand Fractals a bit.   
Zoom into the Mandelbrot set fractal and you’ll see locations in the middle 
where things are are simple (stable zones) and but zoom into an edge 
(boundary region) and it is turbulent and chaotic.  Here you find infinite 
complexity.  

In the stable zones of a fractal, small changes fade, dampened by the 
Fractal itself.  These are the parts of reality that are resilient—where 
routines hold, identities persist, and causes lead to predictable effects.

Boundary regions are different. Here, the system becomes exquisitely 
sensitive. A tiny input—a whisper, a choice, a single thought—can cascade 
into immense, irreversible change. These boundaries are where recursion 
amplifies rather than stabilizes. A shift at the edge can birth new forms, 
initiate chaos, or send ripples across dimensions of meaning far beyond the 
initial point of contact.

We live inside the Infinite Fractal Field, but we do not perceive all of it, only 
the small region we are in.  Within our world are attractors—stable patterns 
that define who we think we are. A profession, a worldview, a core habit. 
These are the regions of our lives where behavior returns to baseline, 
where disruptions are absorbed and patterns hold steady.

But our lives also contain boundary layers—places where we are on the 
verge of change,  where a single moment of presence, cruelty, insight, or 
silence can alter everything. Unlike stable zones, boundary areas don’t 
correct—they evolve. A moment of courage at the boundary layer can 
generate a whole new identity, a poor choice can lead to disaster.  Ah… 



Free Will…

Sometimes we know when we are at such boundary layer, a point in time 
when even a seemingly insignificant decision will have enormous 
outcomes, but often we do not.  

Most of our actions fall in our personal stable zones and change little, but 
we are not alone. Every being is in their own part of the fractal Infinite, with 
different stable zones and different chaotic boundary layers.  When we 
interact with people, we may be at their boundary layer.  Our actions may 
be the input that move them into a completely new trajectory, for good or 
bad.  And again, we may never know when we are at someone’s boundary 
layer until afterwards, if ever.

Now imagine this multiplied beyond measure: infinite beings, layered 
across infinite dimensions, each with its own sensitive boundary layers.  As 
we journey through the Infinite, we interact with infinite beings and intersect 
infinite boundary layers.  Is any action we take… insignificant? 

Aware or not, our actions ripple through unseen architectures, amplifying or 
soothing, destroying or redeeming. 

To live wisely in a fractal universe is to move with care and curiosity. Any 
particular action we engage in may not be life altering for us, but it may for 
someone else.

Objections and Responses

Objection 1: “One person can’t make a difference.”
Response: Fractal systems prove that small local changes can have 
massive global outcomes.

Objection 2: “So I have to be perfect?”
Response: No. Fractal influence is not about perfection—it’s about pattern 
sensitivity.
Even flawed systems, when corrected early, can thrive.  Grace is fractal 
too.

Objection 3: “Is it fair that we can all have such powerful effects on one 
another?”



Response: This is the cost of Free Will. 

Objection 4: “This is all very nice, but has no global effect.’”

Response: Cultures and civilizations have their own Boundary Layers.  
Moments in time when a single voice changes everything for better or 
worse.  Be the better voice.

Conclusion

We cannot predict when our actions will have disproportional and far 
reaching effects.  Not for ourselves nor for other beings.  We are thus 
ethically bound to treat every action with mindfulness, which takes us to…

Seventh Great Arch
Ethics, means and ends
Because the world is fractal, we cannot know the future.  The term is called  
the ‘Horizon of Predictability”. Unpredictability is a fundamental law of the 
universe. Consider predicting the path of a hurricane.  To do this, we need 
to know the surface temperature of the ocean, air pressure etc.  Let’s say 
it’s the ocean is 80F and and there is 1,000 mBar air pressure above it.  
We might be able to calculate 4 days of hurricane movement.  Want 5 
days?  You need to know the variables more accurately (it’s really 80.2F 
and 1,008 mBar).  Want 6 days?  You’d need to know more accurate still 
(80.26F and 1,008.3 Mbar.)  For each day forward you want to predict, 
you’d need finer and finer measurements, not to mention, and a bigger and 
bigger computer.  In short order, we get to the limits of our ability to 
measure and compute.  Even a computer the size of a galaxy would have 
limits.  This means, that fractal systems like our Infinite Universe, is 
functionally unpredictable.
 
Machiavelli's said: "The ends justify the means”, but we cannot know the 
ends.  Embracing the Machiavellian principle is one of the fundamental and 
common disharmonies we participate in, and one of the most corrosive to 
our souls.

Because the Infinite Field is fractal (recursive), we can only know what is 



good in the moment.  Ethics requires that we choose good means, not to 
rationalize evil means with our prediction of good ends.  What may seem 
like good ends for a short time may be cascade into catastrophic outcomes 
beyond the Horizon of Predictability.

Objections & Responses

Objection 1: “Emergency situations demand tough choices!"
Response: Emergencies test our ethics, and it’s natural to feel tough 
choices are unavoidable—like choosing who to save in a storm. But 
the Tenth Arch’s recursive ethics suggests that good means, even in 
crises, plant seeds for harmony. Choosing compassion over 
expediency weaves a stronger web, even when the storm rages.
Objection 2: "Leaders must balance ideals with reality!"
Response:

1 Historical rulers who embraced recursion (Marcus Aurelius, 
Gandhi) built lasting legacies

2 Those who didn't (Stalin, Machiavelli's Borgia) created systems 
that collapsed

3 "Reality favors the recursive"

Objection 3: “If I do no harm, isn’t that enough?”

Response: In a living, relational universe, there is no neutral ground. 
Every moment ripples. To abstain from harm is good—but to withhold 
help, when help is possible, reinforces what already is. And what 
already is may be unjust. Ethics isn't just avoiding wrong; it's choosing 
to do right.

Objection 4: What about triage?

Response: Not does not involves direct harm—it involves 
withholding, prioritizing, or choosing between limited goods. This 
distinction matters.  Triage Is Not the Same as Justification Triage is 
the recognition of limitation in time, energy, or resources. Justification 
is the moral laundering of actions known to be harmful.The Cathedral 
allows for difficult prioritization as long as:

It’s done transparently, with a clear conscience (not self-deception),  



and with the least distortion to harmony possible.

Conclusion

Do good now.  The Ends justify the Means is one of the core Discordant 
Beliefs that we must resolve, but there are others, which means you have 
to…

Eighth Great Arch
Choose your beliefs wisely

Every system of thought—whether math, science, or religion—rests on  
starting rules that can’t be proven. These are called axioms (or ‘beliefs’ in 
everyday language).  Even ‘I doubt everything’ is a belief. The question 
isn’t ‘Are axioms true?’ but  ‘Do they help us live better?’

How to Choose Your Axioms: 
Since we must start with unprovable beliefs, how do we choose wisely?
Ask yourself, Does it help you flourish?

Does this belief help me love boldly or shrink in fear?
⁃ Does it resolve or deepen existential suffering?
⁃ Does it inspire ethical action or passive despair?
⁃ Does it bring you closer to the Infinite, or further into the maze?

Discordant Axioms (limiting beliefs) can keep us stuck loops, unable to 
advance.  If you observe yourself repeating the same discordant behavior, 
ask yourself:

What must you believe for this pattern to persist?

A Discordant Axiom is a misalignment in your cathedral’s foundation. To 
revise it is Great Inner architectural work on the structure of your reality. 

Discordant axioms—those beliefs that fracture our relationship with reality



—act like slow-acting toxins in the mind. They distort perception, justify 
harm, and trap individuals and societies in self-reinforcing cycles of 
suffering.

At the Individual Level
When someone internalizes axioms like:

• “Attention to my media posts is more important than truth or harmony”
• "Life is unfair, so I can be too,"
• "Nothing matters, so why care?"

...they don’t just think these ideas—they live them. These beliefs 
metastasize into behavior: cruelty becomes permissible, apathy becomes 
wisdom, and short-term gratification overrides ethics. The tragedy is that 
the axiom creates the reality it claims to describe. If you believe life is 
meaningless, you’ll act in ways that drain meaning from your existence—
and then point to the resulting void as proof you were right all along.

At the Societal Level

History’s worst atrocities were born from toxic axioms:

• “We are the chosen people, the master race” → genocide.
• "The ends justify the means" → tyranny.
• "Profit over all" → exploited workers, poisoned ecosystems.

The Way Out
The antidote is replacing Discordant Axioms with Healing Mottos:

• Instead of "We are the master race"  choose” True greatness is 
recognizing the sacred in all. •

• Instead of "The environment is disposable" choose Stewardship is 
love extended through time.

• Instead of  "The ends justify the means" choose Noble means lead to 
harmony that endures.

How to Find Discordant Axioms 

An infinite universe of unique beings means an infinite reservoir of 



perspectives—each offering a mirror to our blind spots. Other people, with 
axioms different from our own, serve as living antidotes to the recursive 
traps of our own thinking.

Why Others See What We Can’t
1 Novelty Through Difference

◦ What you lack the novelty to resolve, another may have already 
navigated.

◦ Example: Stuck in an either/or dilemma, a friend reveals a third 
path you couldn’t imagine.

2 Contradiction Detectors
◦ Outsiders spot rationalizations we’ve internalized.
◦ Example: "You say you value family, but you’re always 

working."

The Conscience: Your Inner Other
Your conscience acts as an internalized other—a voice that, like a friend, 
whispers when your axioms clash with deeper truth.

• How it works:
◦ It flags discordance ("This feels wrong") before you articulate 

why.
◦ To heed it, you must override a discordant axiom.
◦ Later, you’ll trace the conflict back to Discordant Axioms

Objections and Responses

• Objection 1: "Isn’t this just wishful thinking?"
• Response: All beliefs are ‘wishes’.  Unprovable, but powerful.  We 

can’t force Healing Mottos on others, but we can choose them for 
ourselves.

• Objection 2: "Why not just admit we know nothing?"
• Response: Agnosticism is itself a belief—one that often leads to 

paralysis. The Cathedral embraces uncertainty while choosing a 
coherent path forward.

• Objection 3: "What if my axioms change?"
• Response: Change for the better and you are evolving.



Conclusion

Axioms (Beliefs) are too important to leave unexamined.   Cultivate 
friendships and your conscience as allies in helping you  ‘Know Thyself’.  
Consider our online AI Axiom Guide to help you discover your discordant 
and limiting Axioms and help you replace them with empowering Mottos.  
The Axioms we choose shape our reality, and they manifest as…

Ninth Great Arch
The maps that we make
Our beliefs and the fractal nature of the Universe can be mapped, but this 
map is not flat, it has topology: peaks of insight, valleys of confusion, and 
pits of despair.  Areas where the ground is solid (Stable Zones) and forks in 
the road where the choice of a single step leads to very different 
destinations (Boundary Layers).

• Pits are deep and their walls are steep—addictions, despair states, 
compulsions.  Escape requires effort.

• Valleys are subtle traps—looping thoughts, identity ruts, cycles that 
feel familiar but go nowhere. Escape requires perspective.

• Stable Zones are where we spend most of our time.  We have time to 
think about our choices without enormous consequences.

• Forks in the Road (Boundary Layers) are those moments where our 
choices have immense importance.

Escaping pits 

Pits are difficult to escape.  Sometimes we must go to the very bottom 
before we ask for help, but the Universe runs on Preemptive Grace.  Keep 
trying, keep asking for help.  Eventually, you will climb out of the pit.  
Bruised 

Navigating valleys

Imagine a marble stuck in the letter V.



The V has two dimensions, and once the marble settles in, it has no exit.  
Now expand the V into three dimensions, it becomes a valley and the 
marble has room to move.  

The more dimensions of meaning we perceive, the more freedom of motion 
we have within the Infinite Field.  So, how do we increase dimensions?  Try 
pointing your finger in the 4th dimension.  It is impossible. This is what it 
means to navigate out of a valley, to get past a limiting belief.   The way out 
is in a direction we can’t yet imagine.  How can we do the impossible?  
With help.  We are not alone in this task.

• Conscience is the inner guide that suggests new directions—an 
invitation to dimensional growth.

• Community offers shared maps. When two or more people meet, they 
can overlay their maps.  What seems like a safe path to them, you 
may recognize as a pit.  What looks like a dead end in a valley to you, 
they might see as a hidden pass.  

• Wisdom Traditions (religions and philosophies) are the maps of those 
that came before us.  We may never meet the authors, but they have 
left their maps for you. 

The Stable Zones

Think of these as practice.  You can entertain ideas, see how they feel.  
You can cultivate your conscience so you have better navigation skills.  
You can work on your endurance by making good but difficult choices.   But 
you won’t be in a Stable Zone forever.  Eventually you’ll get tested in a 
Boundary Layer.

Recognizing Boundary Layers

Alas, we often don’t know we’re at a boundary layer (ours or someone 
else’s) until we’ve already made our choice and the effect is in play. That’s 
part of the test.  How do you choose when you don’t know you’re being 
tested.  

Our Effect on Others

Given this, we must be ever mindful to speak and act with intention, as we 
never know if what we say or do will cause great healing or discordance.  



Whether our actions will help others out of their pits, navigate their valleys 
and improve their maps, or reinforce their limiting beliefs.

Objections and Responses
Objection 1: “Can’t I just climb every pit myself?”
Response: Some pits are too deep for one traveler. Sometimes, the only 
way out is a rope thrown from above—or a voice reminding you that the 
slope does end. Neither grace nor friendship removes your work. They just 
make the climb possible.

Objection 2: “Why not just work harder in my own valley?”
Response: You can spend a lifetime pushing against invisible walls if you 
don’t realize there’s a third axis of escape. Effort without orientation can 
lead to deeper ruts. Dimensional growth offers new options, not just harder 
versions of old ones.

Objection 3: “Isn’t it dangerous to trust other people’s maps?”
Response: Yes—blind trust is no better than blind isolation. But careful, 
relational overlaying—especially with those who value truth, humility, and 
compassion—reveals composite truths no one could see alone. Others 
don’t replace your map. They augment it

Objection 4: “What if I don’t feel trapped?”
Response: Many valleys feel like home, but comfort does not mean 
freedom. If your thoughts loop, if your joy plateaus, if your actions feel pre-
written—it may be time to expand the terrain you’re navigating.

Conclusion

Each time you listen to conscience, ask for help, or consider another’s 
perspective, you are not just escaping a trap or climbing out of a valley—
you are improving your map.

The next step isn’t always forward. Sometimes, it’s at right angles to 
everything you though you knew—into a new way of seeing.  Freedom is 
found by effort and perspective  You are the traveler and the mapmaker, 
getting lost is part of exploring the terrain.  Thankfully we live in a Universe 
that expresses…



Tenth Great Arch
Infinite grace 

We begin life with maps that are incomplete—some even dangerously 
wrong.
We make decisions based on what we believe, and often, that’s not 
enough.

So we fall.

Into pits of regret, addiction, anger, or despair.
We wander valleys of confusion and numbness.
Sometimes we don't even know we're lost.
Other times, we know, but can’t find the strength to climb out.

We may lack the endurance to keep going, or the wisdom to avoid the fall 
in the first place.   

And yet…
Somehow, over time, we learn.

Not because we are forced to.
Not because we are perfect.
But because the universe operates on preemptive grace.

This is the quiet law of the Infinite Field:
You are allowed to make mistakes, to learn, but no mistake is final, no 
lesson is unattainable.  

And still, the pattern can be restored.

The universe is not a cold machine, tallying failure and reward.
It is a living system—fractal in form, compassionate in function.

Phi: The Golden Mean

There is an open secret in nature called Phi (ϕ)—also known as the Golden 
Mean. It’s not just a number, but a relationship: a proportion that appears 
across biology, art, and the cosmos. Like the universe itself, Phi is infinite 
and never repeats. Its decimal form begins as 1.618…, but it continues 



forever, unfolding like a spiral with no end.

You’ll find it in:

• Plants: Leaf and seed arrangements spiral to maximize sunlight and 
space.

• Shells: The nautilus expands by phi with every chamber.

• Bodies: Bone ratios, limb proportions, and facial structure echo phi’s 
balance.

• Galaxies: Spirals of stars follow the same curve as petals and 
pinecones.

From ancient temples to Renaissance canvases, artists and builders used 
phi to shape beauty:

• The Parthenon, pyramids, cathedrals, and Da Vinci’s Vitruvian 
Man—all reflect the golden ratio.

• Structures built with this harmony feel alive, timeless, and whole.

• Art with this ratio we see as beautiful, whether sculptures, paintings.

We can generate this Golden Ration, Phi, with something called the 
Fibonacci sequence.  It begins simply:

0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, ...
Each number is the sum of the two before it:
But beneath this simplicity lies the secret of Phi.

Divide each number by the one before it, the ratios converge towards Phi, 
the Golden Mean.

1/1 = 1.00  

2/1 = 2.00  

3/2 = 1.50  
5/3 ≈ 1.666  
8/5 = 1.6  
13/8 ≈ 1.625  
21/13 ≈ 1.615  



34/21 ≈ 1.619...

The Harmonic Resilience of Phi

But what’s most astonishing it self corrects.  
If you remove a number from the sequence, even if several steps are 
disrupted, the sequence self-corrects. It is resilient by design.  

So too with us.  We choose poorly, we fall, we get lost, we suffer and cause 
suffering to others.  But the Divine calls to us and the system self corrects.  
In time we choose better, we rise, we find our way, we stop causing 
suffering, and learn to heal ourselves and others.

Conscience and Beauty are how the Infinite Divine calls to us.

We will never reach the Infinite.
But we can always move closer.

Because the journey is infinite, so to is the beauty, wisdom and communion 
we can experience.  

We began this journey showing that the Infinite Divine has always been.  
We now see that it also continues forever.  We are of the Infinite, within the 
infinite.  

Objections & Responses

Objection 1: I’ve made terrible mistakes. Some things can’t be fixed.
Response: Not everything can be undone. But healing isn’t about reversal
—it’s about restoration.  The Infinite Field doesn’t require that you erase 
your past. It only asks that you re-enter the pattern.  Choose actions with 
love and leave the rest to Infinite.

Objection 2: What if I’m alone? What if I have no one to help me?
Response: You may feel alone, but you are never abandoned.
The same force that guides the stars guides you from within: conscience.
It is your inner compass, quietly pointing toward wisdom and healing. Even 
in darkness, it glows.

Objection 3: Isn’t this just a comforting story? The world seems 
indifferent.
Response: On the surface, maybe. But look again.



Everything that grows—every tree, every heartbeat, every shell—is shaped 
by this hidden harmony.  The world may not comfort us with words. But it 
shows us. Beauty is not random. It is the signature of a universe built to 
return to itself.

Conclusion

We are not here to be flawless.
We are here to choose to move toward truth, toward love, toward 
Conscience.  The path the Infinite has provided for us.

The Divine Infinite Field is always reaching out to you.
And beauty—quiet, sacred, patient—is calling you ever homewards.

Conclusion
The Reconciliation of All Things
We began this Book showing that there was no beginning.  Now we see 
that there is no end. 

Recursion does not only belong to logic or mathematical Fractal forms. It 
also appears in daily life—in the way we return to a task, revisit a thought, 
care for someone, or notice something familiar in a new light.

And this is why we cannot skip to the end.
There is no end.

Each step includes and transcends what came before. You cannot jump 
steps any more than you can lay a cathedral stone on thin air.  It  takes 
time.  This is not delay. It is grace.

Were we pushed too fast, we would collapse under the weight of what we 
had not yet become. We are not denied revelation—we are prepared for it.
Like eyes adjusting slowly to dawn.
Like a soul stretched gently into its fullness.

The point of understanding the Infinite is not to escape the world, but to see 



more clearly how we’re already part of it.

We started this journey approaching the Cathedral.
Now we find, we never left.
We’re already home.
We always have been.

Appendix  
Drafting Your Map

This pen-and-paper exercise helps you draft and refine your internal "map" 
of reality—the lens of meaning shaped by your beliefs, memories, and 
perceptions.

Sketch and Label Your Current Map

On a blank page, draw a simple landscape representing your life’s terrain. 
Use lines, shapes, or symbols to depict:

• Peaks: High points of joy, clarity, or connection (e.g., a loving 
relationship, a career milestone). Draw as hills, stars, or upward 
arrows.

• Valleys: Familiar, stagnant cycles (e.g., recurring worries, routine 
habits, or roles that limit growth). Sketch as shallow dips or loops.

Hint:  When you feel negative emotions,  that’s the slope of a pit or valley 
pulling you down.  Resist the pull.  For help with this, read The Purification 
of the Five Elements, on the website.

• Pits: Deep traps (e.g., fears, compulsions, despair, or grudges). Mark 
as steep holes or dark spots.

• For each feature, add a label with a brief description (e.g., “Peak: 
Family reunion,” “Valley: Work stress,” “Pit: Self-doubt”). For valleys 
and pits, identify:

• Limiting Belief(s): The underlying axiom driving this trap (e.g., “I’m 
not good enough” for a pit of self-doubt). If unsure, ask, “What must I 
believe to stay here?”



• Positive Motto: A new axiom to increase dimensional freedom (e.g., 
“I am enough” to escape self-doubt). This motto should counter the 
limiting belief and open new paths.

• Write the ‘Book of You’, a list of every discordant belief (limiting 
axiom) you discover and the counter Motto that repairs it.

Need Help Identifying Discordant Axioms?
For guided self-exploration, visit www.spiritualsecretagent.com and 
navigate to GET STARTED, then choose  Axiom Guide. There, you’ll find a 
program to help you uncover and upgrade limiting beliefs (Discordant 
Axioms) and replace them with uplifting and empowering mottos.  The 
program is free, completely confidential and non-judgmental, the system 
meets you where you are—whether you seek light inquiry or transformative 
change.

Invite Shared Perspectives

Others’ views enrich your map. Choose 2–3 trusted people who know you 
well (friends, family, mentors). Show them your map and hand them a 
pencil…

Integration with Daily Life

Observe your emotions and thoughts.  They can help tell you where 
you are on the map.  Keep writing the ‘Book of You’.  This is your personal 
Owner’s Manual.  With your Map, and your User’s manual, all you need 
now is to find your compass…

Communion with the Infinite
Stage 1: Conscience- what you SHOULDN’T do

Pause before decisions that you must justify. Ask:

◦ Does this injure another being?

http://www.spiritualsecretagent.com/


◦ What would be the outcome if all acted this way? (Consider our 
World-builder app to see the long term effects of our beliefs and 
actions).

◦ Am I forced to rationalize this action?  Is this the ‘Ends Justify 
the Means’?

◦ Sacrifice: Renounce short-term gain for lasting harmony.

Stage 2: Intuition- what you SHOULD do

When moved to act without logic, test it:

◦ Does it align with your deepest ethics? 

◦ Does it serve more than your ego?

◦ Is it harmless if followed and nothing comes of it?

◦ Faith: Act without guarantees. Follow the whisper.

Stage 3: Surrender- You and the Infinite doing it TOGETHER

⁃ Ask, daily: What does the Infinite Field ask of me now?

⁃ Cultivate a continuous receptivity for guidance.

⁃ Focus: The challenge is distraction. The solution is presence.

Meditations
Connection meditation
Visualize your body as a node in the Infinite’s net. Feel the strands 
connecting you to all things great and small, sentient and insentient, near 
and far, past, present and future.



Breath meditation
Take one breath, then let go and just observe your body taking the next 
breath.  Alternate breaths, one you control, the next you let happen, back 
and forth.  When you let the breath happen, remember, this is the Divine 
breathing for you.  This back and forth, is a kind of  ‘play’ with the Divine.

Walking meditation
Take a walk.  Intentionally move your legs, then let go and just observe you 
body walking for you.  Alternate every few steps.  Some you control, others 
you let happen.  This is another way to ‘play’ with the Divine.

Action and meditation
Our days are filled with automatic motions.  Typing at a keyboard, driving a 
car, eating a meal.  Each one is an opportunity to play with the Divine.  This 
doesn’t mean that everything automatic is good.  Rather it means that 
without the Divine, we could do nothing.  It is what  manifests our decisions, 
good, bad or indifferent.  It’s been an inside joke all along.  We look for the 
Divine in transcendent experiences, but it’s with us in the most mundane 
actions.  Expand this to all aspects of your life.  Movement, thinking, 
speaking, feeling, loving…. The Divine is always with us.

Observing thoughts
Open the Axiom Guide and choose Freeform Exploration.  Then type in 
every thought you have for a few minutes.   The program will then help you 
see the patterns in your thinking.

What comes next?
You’ve walked the arches of the Infinite Cathedral. You’ve seen how 
recursion, conscience and beauty bind reality together. But the journey 
doesn’t end with understanding. 

At www.spiritualsecretagent.com, the path continues with tools built to help 
you apply the principles of the Cathedral in your everyday life. These aren’t 
just ideas—they are living systems designed to evolve with you.

The Axiom Guide

An AI program trained to help you uncover and upgrade the hidden beliefs 
that shape your thoughts, habits, and relationships. It helps you identify the 

http://www.spiritualsecretagent.com/


axioms that no longer serve you, and through a process of guided dialogue, 
replaces them with ones that do. 

The Good Deed App

This app helps you see how your good deeds and connections to other 
people ripple outwards.  This is meant to inspire and demonstrate the idea 
that ‘There are no small actions.’

The World-builder Program

What happens when a single belief spreads across a civilization? This AI 
program models the long-term consequences—psychological, social, and 
planetary—of both limiting beliefs and Empowering Mottos. It shows how 
beliefs can shape entire worlds and invites you to become a conscious 
architect of better ones.

The SYM Project

Sometimes an old system is so dysfunctional that a new one must emerge 
to replace it.  SYM proposes a new kind of economics, governed not by 
scarcity and fear, but by symbiosis, rooted in mutual trust, transparency, 
and spiritual alignment. It is both an economic experiment and a 
philosophical act of resistance.  Unlike fiat currency which is created as an 
act of debt, or common cryptocurrencies that are created by wasting 
enormous amounts of electricity, every SYM is created by a charitable act.   
Then, all the proceeds fund bounties to pay for solutions to world issues 
like pollution, medical breakthroughs and clean energy.  Solve the problem, 
collect the bounty and both the group that solves it and the world are better 
off than before.  Want to know more?  Read the SYM Whitepaper on the 
website.

See you on the Infinite Journey to Beauty…

Glossary
Anti-fragile
Definition: A system that grow stronger under stress, randomness, or 
disorder (unlike fragile things that break or robust things that merely resist).
Like this: A  muscle that strengthens when torn.



Attractors

Definition: An attractor is a pattern that systems naturally move toward over 
time, even after being disturbed.

Like this:  Imagine dropping a marble into a bowl. No matter where it lands, 
it rolls to the center. That center is the attractor—the stable point the 
marble returns to.

Autopoiesis
Definition: A system that produces the components that make it up, 
Organizes those components into a boundary or structure, And 
regenerates itself continually from within.
Like this: a village where every person has a job: one makes bricks, one 
lays bricks, one tends crops, one teaches. No one directs them from 
outside—but together, they maintain the village, and raise children who 
grow up to continue the work. The village creates and sustains itself.

Boundary layer
Definition: The highly sensitive edge between stable regions in a fractal 
pattern, where small changes can lead to large, unpredictable effects.
Like this:  Think of walking near the edge of a cliff in dense fog. A single 
step forward might be safe—or send you tumbling. That edge is like a 
fractal boundary layer: a place where even tiny actions can shift your entire 
trajectory.

Butterfly effect
Definition:The butterfly effect is the idea that small changes in a system can 
lead to massive consequences over time, especially in chaotic (fractal) 
systems.
Like this:  A butterfly flapping its wings in Brazil might set off a tornado in 
Texas weeks later.

Discordant Axioms
Definition: A self-sabotaging core belief that contradicts the interconnected, 
infinite nature of reality, creating suffering by reinforcing its own false 
premise.
Like this: A broken compass that keeps pointing you into storms, while 
insisting it's guiding you home.



Disharmony
Definition: Disharmony within the Infinite Field - not "evil" as a substance, 
but the natural friction of finite freedoms interacting. In theology, this could 
represent the space a Creator allows for genuine choice.
Like This: Like siblings arguing: the conflict isn't permanent, but part of 
learning to live together.

Entanglement
Definition: A quantum physics phenomenon in which two or more particles 
become linked in such a way that their states are correlated, even when 
separated by vast distances. The connection does not depend on distance 
or signal speed—Einstein famously called it “spooky action at a distance.”
Like this: The moment you open one box and see a left glove, you instantly 
know the other is right—even if it’s a billion light-years away.

Fractal
Definition: a shape or pattern that repeats itself at different scales—a small 
part looks like the whole, no matter how much you zoom in or out. Fractals 
are usually infinitely complex, yet generated from very simple rules.
Like this: Think of a fern leaf: The whole leaf has a certain shape. Each 
little branch looks like a smaller fern. Each tiny leaflet looks like a smaller 
version of that.

Georg Cantor
A 19th-century mathematician who proposed that not all infinities are equal
—some are bigger than others (ℵ₀, ℵ1, ℵ2…), and founded the field of set 
theory.

The Harmonic Resilience of Phi:

Definition: Phi is Self-Healing.  After a disruption of y steps, the sequence 
typically recovers its convergence within x = 4 + ⌊y / 2⌋ steps.  The 
maximum deviation from phi is bounded by: |1 + ϕ^-(y+1) – ϕ| ≤ ϕ⁻¹ ≈ 
0.61803398875
This reflects phi’s self-symmetry: the structure remains coherent even 
during 

Healing
Definition: The dynamic restoration of relational harmony. For those who 
believe in a personal God, this may be understood as grace working 



through natural patterns.
Like This: Like untangling a knot: patience and care restore the flow.

Horizon of Predictability
Definition:the limit beyond which a system’s future behavior becomes too 
complex or sensitive to forecast accurately.

Like this: It’s like watching a storm from afar—you can track its path for a 
while, but as it nears the coastline, shifting winds and temperatures make 
its exact landing point unknowable. The closer you get to the edge of 
chaos, the harder it is to see what comes next.

Hormesis:
Definition: Hormesis is the biological phenomenon where exposure to 
moderate stressors—physical, chemical, or psychological—triggers 
beneficial adaptive responses, strengthening resilience and function.
Like this: Like a sword tempered in fire, living systems grow stronger when 
challenged—not broken by stress, but forged by it.

The Infinite Field
Definition: The boundless, living totality of existence - not a mathematical 
abstraction or impersonal force, but the fundamental ground of all 
relationship. It is the fabric in which all possibilities (including a personal 
God) can emerge.
Like This: Like an ocean: it has no edges, yet every wave is distinct.

Infinite Relational Sensitivity 
Definition: The property of a physical system (often spacetime itself) 
where small changes in relational data (e.g., distances, causal connections, 
or adjacency relations between elements) can lead to arbitrarily large 
changes in the global structure.
Like this: Tweaking a single thread in a spiderweb reweaves the entire web
—including the thread you just pulled.

Interiority 
Definition: The inner, subjective experience of a mind—the private world of 
thoughts, feelings, perceptions, and self-awareness that defines 
consciousness. It’s "what it feels like" to be you.
Like this:  Each mind is an island that can send messages in bottles 
(words, art), but no one can ever visit.



Lyapunov time 
Definition: The timescale over which a chaotic system becomes 
unpredictable. It measures how quickly tiny differences in initial conditions 
grow exponentially (e.g., due to the butterfly effect).
Like this: Earth’s weather has a Lyapunov time of ~5 days—beyond that, 
forecasts get fuzzy.

Mandelbrot set:
Definition: A set of complex numbers whose iterative process remains 
bounded, creating a fractal boundary of infinite complexity.

Like This: A cosmic map where zooming in reveals endlessly repeating, 
intricate patterns, like cities within cities.

Plank Length
Definition:  The shortest possible length—the scale at which space may 
stop being smooth and becomes quantum foam (≈ 1.616 × 10⁻³⁵ meters),

Like this:   The smallest pixel in the fabric of space, you can’t zoom in any 
further—space itself becomes uncertain (according to modern physics).

Plank Time

Definition:  The shortest possible duration—the time it takes light to travel 
one Planck length (≈ 5.39 × 10⁻⁴⁴ seconds).

Like this:  The smallest tick of the Universe’s clock, any “smaller” tick would 
no longer make physical sense—time itself becomes blurry (according to 
modern physics). 

Pratītyasamutpāda

Definition: Nothing exists on its own; all things arise together, dependent on 
causes and conditions.

Like this:  A spiderweb, where pulling one strand moves the whole 
structure, every part of reality is connected—no event or being exists in 
isolation.

Qualia 



Definition: The subjective, first-person experiences of perception or 
consciousness.
Like this: The actual sensation of tasting chocolate is something only the 
taster knows.

Recursive 
Definition: A process that repeats itself within itself, where each step 
depends on or refers back to previous steps.
Like This: a dream within a dream—each layer unfolds from the one 
before it.

Recursive Ethics
Definition:The principle that right action is not only good in itself, but 
recursively increases the capacity for goodness in others.
Like This: Like lighting candles: your flame doesn't dim when you share it.

Sensitive Dependence
Definition: The property of chaotic systems where tiny differences in initial 
conditions lead to drastically different outcomes over time—making long-
term prediction impossible
Like this: If you rewound your life and changed one sneeze, you might end 
up with a different career, spouse, and country.

Sentience
Definition: Felt interiority that may arise when relational systems achieve 
self-referential depth. Includes but is not limited to human consciousness.
Like This: Like a mirror realizing it's reflecting - the universe "wakes up" 
inside you.

Stagnant Eddies;
Definition: Self-reinforcing loops of disharmony within the Infinite Field—
persistent patterns of suffering, injustice, or systemic dysfunction that resist 
reintegration into the larger flow of relational harmony. Unlike mere chaos 
or randomness, stagnant eddies are relational traps: they sustain 
themselves through feedback loops of harm (e.g., addiction, systemic 
oppression, or ecological degradation) but lack the dynamism to evolve or 
heal.
Like this: Like a whirlpool in a river that traps debris, a stagnant eddy is a 
localized disruption where energy circulates discordantly instead of flowing 
onward.



Virtuous Recursion
Definition: The process of wise growth whereby you look at your past to 
inform your present and improve your future.
Like This: I was fearful last time, and as a result, I missed an opportunity.  
Next time, I’ll be more courageous.

Virtuous Regression
Definition: The Infinite's self-sustaining nature through endless relational 
support. Doesn't negate a "first cause" but describes how such a Cause 
could perpetually sustain existence. 
Like This: Like a potluck where every dish is made from another dish's 
ingredients - no first dish needed.


